Childwall Golf Club Bird and
Butterfly Survey, 2022

Steve Young



Steve Young is a member of Childwall Golf Club, a professional nature photographer and
enjoys an extensive knowledge of, in particular, birds and butterflies.

He is an active member of the Childwall Golf Club Sustainability &wblogy Committee.
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1. BIRDREPORG CHILDWALL GOLF CLUB 2022
This report containa list of the bird species recorded at Childwall Golf Club
during 2022 details of breeding records asdsoincluded B alongside namg
with a shortcoursestatus of each species also given.

For the purposes of the repod 6 NB Sicudésisinging spring birds, birds
seen feeding youngndbirds at or near nestto avoid any disturbanceo
effort has been made to locate nests.

A feeding station was establishedpoovide food during the colder months,
but hasalsobeen very useful focounting assessing the birdopulations
during autumn/winter, full details below.

Feeding Station

Our feeding station was started late March 2d832the ECO Committesith
feeding continuing througbut the year but at a mucheduced level during
summerand autumnwhen natural foods are readily available

Costs have been kept to a minimum with some feedeed S 33 SR | Y R
0 2 NN wiildRothers have beegifted by membersMembers have also
givenseed and peanutsvhile afinancialdonation fromthe 100 Clubwvas
gratefully received an#tept the supplychain going.

Goldfinch are a common sight at the feeders

Any members are welcome to donate seed/peanuts whenever they wish;
pleaseleave atthe Pro Shop or Office and they will be collected.

We have tried tesquirretproof the feedersand seem to have been successful
with the Grey §uirrels now feeding mainly afne ground on spilt seed.
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Coal Tit (left) feeding on peanuts, Chaffinch (right) munching on sunflower hearts

As well as supplyingur birds with food when they need it, especially during
the colder months, it also allows members to wathk birds, een from the
comfort of the clubhouse.

Species like Great Spotted Woodpecker and Nuthatch can be difficult to see
when playinggolf, but afterwardssat downwith a cup of tea you can easily
watch the feeders and see teebirds come to feed; both of the
aforementioned are regular visitoysllong with many other species.

It also gives us the opportunity to see how many birds are actually around the
course during the year. For example, 4 Nuthatch have been seen at the same
time on the feedergduring March, proving that at least 2 pairs are present.

Hopefully we can maintai the feeders for years to come and provide both
food for the birds and enjoyment for our members.

A variety of foods is offered for our birds to enjoy



Nest Boxes

Dotted around the course in the areas of woodlands you may have noticed a
selection of nesboxes.With over70 fitted in place by our greerssaff, they

are ready and waiting to be chosen by our birds as home for the spring; in 2022
there was a 10% occupation rate by Blue and Great Tits, which is good going,
plus the Kestrel box was successtulthe first timesince its erection five

years agoHopefully the pair will retirn in 2023.

- T 75’ ~y ‘ e

Blue Tits occupied at least 4 nest boxes, possibly ma@reat alllocations werechecked on
a regular basissome may also be used as a roost site during winteut this isdifficult to
check.

(All photosthroughout this report have beertaken at Childwall Golf Club



SPECIES LIST

Mallard (B)
Occasionallgeen in flight; female with 9 ducklings walking along the fairways
in April Where she bred remains a mystery

Teal
Femaleflew from Netherley Brookndover the 11" tee on 16" December.

Pinkfooted Goose
Seen regularly over the course during autumimter flying to feeding areas.

Small flocks of Pirkooted Geese can be seen flying noisily overhead as they spéntkr
in the UK.

Canada Goose
Occasionally seen on the fairways, 2 birds duApglfor a few days.

Striding dong the 4" fairway this Canada Goose was one of 2 that appeared in April.

Pheasant
Very occasionally seen, usually an obvious meperted by golfers



Cormorant
Occasional birds seen in flight over the course

Grey Heron
The oddsightingof birds in flight, presumably moving between local ponds.

Red Kite
One record of a bird flying over the clubhouse early spmegrest breeding
sites are North Waleso this would have been a wandering individual.

Common BuzzarB)

Common; one pair breeding on the course, another pair probably bred in the
nearby gardens. Seen daily in flight with as many as 5 displaying/cathimg
birds inspring and autumn would be migrants passing through.

One of our young Buzzards (left) perched near th& tBeen, adult looking for food (right)
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SparrowhawiB)

Presumed ommon, but not seen very often; birddservedsoaring and

displaying during spring over the car park, occasional sightings of hunting birds
RFaKAY3 GKNRdAzZAK 2 dzNJ ¢ 2 2cBubayseerNaB | 4 X S OA T
course.During the cold spell in DecembeFaS YI f S RA & O 20HINSR
feeding station on a few occasions, but was unsuccessful both tinesg 2 y Q (i
be long before she strikes again and could become a regular visitor.

Rarely seen perchedhis image of a female Sparrowhawk was taken near the feeding
station after she made dailed swoop at the finche®n a snowy December 10

KestrelB)
Seenvirtually on adailybasis pair bred in net box and raised 5 young.
Another pair possibly bred in gardens around tliehble areaBirds still

11
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around during autumn with at least 3 seen calling and flying neigt@en
during October/early November arahother female hunting the%tee area.

Male (left), who provided virtually all the food for the family includinthe female(right),
seen here with a vole being taken into tH®ox.

Oystercatcher
Very scarce, the occasional spring reciorélight and callingpossibly from pair
breeding nearby

Lapwing

As per Oystercatcheveryoccasionally seen flying over course, possibly

breeding nearby®ne on 18 December near 18greenA y (G KS a0 A 3 FNJ
period.

Woodcock

One flying over 1" fairway midmorning 4" December heading towards rough
ground bordering course. Only other recasbf a bird flushedy J Foxvhile
looking for a wayward golf baduring early winter 2021

12



Common Snipe
At least 2 feeding along the edges of the brook and ditch behifidyi€en
during Decembe

Blackheaded Gull
Small flocks can be seen feeding on the fairwaysitumn/winter; more feed
around the sewage worksount of 47 during cold snap in December.

Winter plumaged Blackeaded Gulls (left) flying alongsihole and (right) near the % tee,
thea o £ I O 1 (&ctudllySchdRolate brown)sreplaced by a black spdtom autumn.

Common Gull
One or twobirds amongst Blackeaded Gulls during autumn/wintenot as
common as the name suggestsore regular on playing fields alont§ Role.

Moulting adult Common Gull (left) on®@fairway in September 15t winter plumaged bird
(right) along 2'¥ fairway, 3@ December

Herring Gull

The commonest gull on the coursmmetimesflocksof 10-15along the
fairways during autumn/winter, larger flocks feeding over sewage works
regular pair by @ tee during autumn.

13



Adult winter Herring Gul(left), by 14" bunker, Btwinter bird (right) near 4" tee

Lesser Blackacked Gull
The odd oneccasionallwith Herring Gulls, more regularly seen around
sewage works.

Wood PigeorB)
Common, always around the course andegular at théeedingstation,
mopping up the spilt seed.

Wood Pigeons can be seen flying around the course and at the feeding station.

Collared Dove
Occasionally seen, possibly breeding on the course or maybe in nearby
gardens but not regular anywhere.

Barn Owl
One seerl® December aD6.15 by our Head Greenkeeper loisway to work
flying towards the T green area over the playing fields

CommonSwift
wS3dzf F NJ RdzZNAY 3 (KS &adzYYSNI Y2Y(GKAZ
and 10" green/11" fairway early morning on 0June last record midAugust.

14
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Part of large Swift flock over Ttee, 10" June; closaip of one individual

Great Spotted WoodpeckéB)

Common; at least 2 pairs bremh courseand in gardens borderinglYoung

birds seen around 10 11" and 12" holes;regularat feeding stationVery

20t 6AGK aOKdzL OFftf 3IABSY FTNRBY (2L
heard regularly during spring.

Male Great SpottedVoodpecker (left) at feeding station; juvenile(right) searching for
insects near 19teeT y20S GKS NBR aOFLX 2F (GKS 2dz@SyAf ¢

Green Woodpecker
Apparent historic records at Childwall GC, thi$ isa mega rare species the
Liverpool areano sightngs in 2022n the course

Ringnecked Parakeet

The odd bird seen aroundgreen early in the yeahut loss ofregular
roosting/perchingrees during2021storms seems to hawdriventhem away
from the course Qccasionallyseenduring summey but aflock of 10flying over
8th fairwayon 27" Decembeishows they are still in the area.

15



Ringnecked Parakeeis nowa rare sight on the course sinsorms 0f2021

Sylark

Regularly seen/heard flying over during the autumn months, rare at other
times. One singinop April alongside the 12 hole but outside the course.

Swallow
Many during spring migration over the sewage works, occasionally seen
feeding low over the fairways during summéast record late August.

Swallow over 1@ green, photagraphed 2% April

Sand Martin
Just one record; feeding with House Martins over sewage works in spring.

House Martin
Common over the sewageonks during spring and early summer, odd birds
duringJuly/Augustone noted 18" September.

16



Meadow Pipit

Just the occasional bird seen/heard dursgyingmigration times usually in
flight. Regulain and around the sewage workswinter, flock of 21 here on
5th Decembemhenalso perched along the YFairway.

Two of the Meadow Pipit flock seerf™ecember perched on the sewage w@&kotating
filter bed arms

Pied WagtaiB)

Regularly seen throughout the year; singing male on top of clubhouse during
March, pairs seen along various fairwaliggher numbergresent during

winter with a flock of 14 on 10fairway on 14 November

Winter male Pied Wagtail (left), singing mal@ight) on clubhouse roof, 29 March

Grey WagtaiB)

Pair with food seen alonyetherley Brooly 11" tee, during springmale
singing regularly in tharea. Als@resentin autumnwinter on sewage works
and around 11 tee area.1s winter feeding around 2 green/3¢tee on 2%
November.

17



Singing male Grey Wagtail in sewage worldsft) 15twinter (right) by 24 green

Dunnocl{B)
Common breeder, but tricky to see away from the feeding station; many males
singing during spring.

Fairly regular around the feeding station, Dunnock usually feeds along the ground

Robin(B)
Common; many singing during the yeseen all around the courseumbers
probably increased during winter with migrating individuals

18
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Photographed during thesold spell in December, near thé'§reen

Song Thrus[B)
Good numbers presenttdeast 5 singing early springjdespread around
course but ondavouring areas at back of"@owards practice area.

WA

Song Thrushleft hand bird near feedingtation, singing bird behind @ green

Mistle Thrush{B)
Common; at least 5 pairs with many young seen. Flock oh118" fairway
during September-requent visitor to the Rowan trees dotted around the

19



course during autumn to feed on berriagery earlysinger, could be heard
from early December.

Mistle Thrush; note larger size and greyer plumage tones compared to Song Thrush

Redwing
Winter visitor in small numbers, seen regularly around 10th tee htowered
trees and along the fairways.

Redwinga Y I YS Gl Yef dandefwing afd flankas can be seen herphoto
taken behind 4th greeri 1" December.

Fieldfare

Mixed flocks of both Redwing and Fieldfare can be seen from autumn onwards
when thousands spend the winter in the d&er migrating from Scandinavia

9 feeding on hawthorn berries alondth fairway on 23 November.

20
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Blackbird B)
Common; widespread around the course, regwiartor tofeeding station.

BlackcagB)
At least 4, possibly 6, singing males early spring; 3 in the area behgreén
showed very well, females less obvious but presume that a few pairs bred.
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Female on 1% Decemberfirst overwintering record; ringing recoveries have
provedthat these wintering birds are from the German population that move
during the winter and have recently found UK shores to their liking.

Wintering female Blackcap behd 10" green, 11" December

Whitethroat(possible B)
Male singing alongside 1Zairway in May orseveraldays, possibly breeding
on roughland outside course?

Willow Warblerpossible B)
At least 2 heard singing during May, possibly breeding bytraof of such.
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Chiffchaff(B)

Good numbers earlgpring:first one by beehiveslate Marchsang
continuouslyuntil June Another by the sheds andore dotted around the
course,at least 6singing

This species also overwinters and tharere at least 2 birds feeding in the
trees behindl(" and 15" greers duringDecember.

One of the Awintering Chiffchaffs seen during December by theMtge

Goldcres{(B)
Singing bird®bviousduring spring with at least 2 pairs breedir§gen
throughout the yearat least12 seenDecember
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Goldcrest photographed® December behind 8tee areawhile catching aphids in the ivy

Wren(B)
Common; pair with young around'4ee in spring. Very vocal, heard singing
and callingall around the course.

dnging Wren photographedby 14" greern one of 3juveniles (right) in wild areaby 4" tee
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Spotted Flycatcher

One record, seen early morning™®ay, fly-catchinghigh upin the trees
along 8" fairway.Nearest breeding pairs are in east Lancashire and North
Wales so this bird would be a migrant heading to a suitable site.

o»°
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Spotted Flycatcher in the woods alond &irway

Great Tit(B)

Common; one pair in a nest box, another in tree hole behiritigtden and a
39 by 11" tee. Probably many other paiseeding on the coursea regular at
the feeding station.

Great Tit (left) near feeding station;lthough a pair of Great Tits usedne of our nest
boxes, this one (right) preferred a natural tree holeehind 14" green.
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Blue Tii(B)

+SNE O2YY2YyT LIANI YSaidSR Ay GKS alt

for the second successive yeaiother 4 pairs in nest boxes and probably
many more around the cours&ood numbers visit the feeding statiomp to 6
at a time so probably 20+ birds visiting to feed.

Blue Tits at the ash tray nest box on thera&da, as you can see théght-hand bird
(probably the female) is extremely worn with all the coming and going.

Coal Ti(B)
Approximately €8 birds regularly visiting feeding station; at least 2 breeding
pairs with young seen around " 2ee.

Juvenile Coal Tit (left) near ¥2ee and adult (right) near the feeding station

26
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Longtailed Tit(B)

Common at the feeding station; probably3oairs breeding, small flocks
regularly seen around the course, many juveniles in late spongs to a
successful breeding season.

Adult Longtailed Tit (left), juvenile (right); small flocks can be seen around the course
from late spring onwards, often mixed with Blue and Great Tits and occasionally
Goldcrestsand even Chiffchaff during \wter

Nuthatch(B)

At least 2 pairs present, one of which bred in tree alontfa#fway and raised
aminimum of2 young.Regular at the feeding station when up to 4 visited
together during JanuarMarch.

Nuthatch at the nesbn 14" hole and on peanuts at the feeding station
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Treecreepe(B)
At least one pair bred, with 3 young being fed by the parents watelag

the 18t hole on 13" May; seen throughout the year.

Adult Treecreeper (left) and juvenile (right) in o&lees along ® hole

Magpie(B)
Common seen all around the course.

Familiar to everyone, Magpie is as common at Childwall GC as it is everywhere else

28



Jay(B)
One pair bred in gardens alongsidéhble, seen carrying nest material;
regularduring the autumn as birds feed on fallen acorns.

Jay photographed near thet7hole; often seen flying across the course

JackdawB)
Colony breeding behind YQyreen in trees backing on to sewage works,
probably 1015 pairs.

Jackdaw (left) and Carrion Crow (right) are a familiar sight at CGC

Carrion CrowB)
GCommon around the course, often following golfers hoping for food to be
thrown to them.

Rook
No sightings in 2022, but haseviouslybeenrecorded
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Starling
Small flocks seen flying around but not regular on the course or feeding station

House Sparrow
Very rare, just one record at the feeding station in January.

Chaffinch(B)
Singing males dotted around the course in spring, juvenile seen nEaeé
common visitor to the feeding station.

Male Chaffinch (left) near feeding station and (right) a very young Chaffinch fresh out of
the nest.Fromthisk y 3t S L RARY QO (y2¢ oKIFG Ad ol & dzyida

Goldfinch(B)
Common at the feeding station with flocks feeding on both Neg&dand

sunflower heartsmany juveniles seen on feeders during summer so presumed
quite a few pairs breeding.

Goldfinchis one ofthe most numerous visitato the feeding station
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Siskin
Very iare, occasional birds seen/heard flying over; hopefully somesooih
visitthe feedersduringDecember aner winter 2023.

Greenfinch(B)
Common at thdeeding station during winter, singing males during spring.

Greenfinch is common at the feeding station during the winter months

Bullfinch
Very rare; pair in the car park trees onMlRecember was the only sighting.

A total of 65 species were recorded during 2022, 3@luthalmost certainly
bred, while 2 others, Willow Warbler and Whitethroat, were possible bregder
Hoped for new species in the future are Redpoll and Brambling at the feeding
station during winter, while birds such as Wheatear, Redstart and Pied
Flycatcher are all possible during spring migration.

Any members with additional reports of any speciésage get in touch via the
office.

Steve Young
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2. BUTTERFLY (and Dragonfly) SURVEY CHILDWALL GC 2022
The survey was carried out during 2022 at weekly/twice weekly intervals when
possible and on the sunniest days for a fair assessment.

Results were as expected to be honest, nothing special but with good
populations of Orange Tip, Holly Blue and Speckled Wood, while the grassland
specialities such as Meadow Brown were present in smaller numbers. Red
Admiral and Comma wemecordedin decent numbers especially during the

late summefearly autumn months with one of the favoured sites being the
blackberry bushes bordering the car park near the-haes.

Two species of skipper, Large and Small, were present in small numbers and
both favouredthe wildflower area near the ¥2tee during June/July, although
a Small Skipper was also seen around the car. park

One of the most obvious butterflies at Childwall GC is the male Orange Tip; from early
April to late May, it can be seen flyinground the fairways in search of flowers to feed on.
Females lack the orange so can be confused with the other white species, but still retain
the striking underwing pattern. This image was taken at the wildflower area by thé"12
tee, a popular site for rany of our butterfly species.

Planting ofBuddleia bushes would lead to more butterflies such as Red

Admiral, Small Tortoiseshell, Peacock and others ingmmmer, as far as | can

see there is only one bush near the sheolg Buddleia does have a habit o
spreading and growing of its own accord so possibly next year more bushes will
appear.

The wildflower areas have been a great success as far as butterflies and bees
are concerned, with many species using them over the course of the summer

extending then can only lend more of a helping hand to all the insects that use
them.
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Butterfly List

Small Skipper
One seen in the car park near the large bramble patch on 1st July and 2 were
feeding in the 12 wildflower area on 8 July.

Small Skiper near the wildflower area on the 2hole, a popular area for all insects

Large Skipper
Threefour individuals around T2wildflower area during last week of June.

Large Skipper feeding in theildflower area near the 12 tee
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Large White
Widespread, seen flying around the course JAlgust; still 18 Sept with 1
feeding on wildflower section by'%tee.

Female Large White (male lacks spotting) on wildflower area byt2e, photographed on
17" September

Small White
As Large White, widespread throughout the summer months.

Small White (left) and Greeneined White (right)

Greenveined White
52Say Qi I ascasmdilagditie othedtwo whites, but still seen on
many occasions flying swiftly over the fairways.

Brimstone
Just one single record of a-lyrough on 21st April
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